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Table  1. — Vegetables  and  melons  for  fresh  market:    Reported  commercial  acreage  and  production 
of  principal  crops,  selected  seasons,  1967,  1968  and  indicated  1969 


Acreage 

Pro due 

tion 

1969 

1969 

Seasonal  group 
and  crop 

1^67 

:     I968  : 

Tndi-    ■  ?er~ 

,    ,  centage 
catea    :   „  ~J?o 
.of  1963 

1967 

:     1968  ': 

indi- 
cated 

1  Per- 

] centage 
|of  1968 

-1,CCC  acres-  ■ 

Pet. 

-1,000  cwt. 

Pet. 

Winter  1/ 
Spring  1/ 
Summer: 

250.2 
515.3 

215.9 
520.  h 

21+8.0  115 
523.7  101 

38,107 
53,691 

36,551+ 
51,359 

38,309 
53,336 

105 

10U 

Beans,  lima 
Eeans,  snap 
Beets 

Cabbage  \J 

Cantaloups  3/ 

Carrots  l/ 

Cauliflower  1/ 

Celery  l/ 

Corn,  sweet 

Cucumbers 

Eggplant 

Escarole 

Garlic 

Honey-dews 

Lettuce 

Onions  1/  3/ 

Peppers,  green  1/  3/ 

Spinach 

Tomatoes  3/ 

Watermelons 


Total  summer  on  which 
acreage  and  produc- 
tion have  been 
reported 
Acreage  has  been 
reported 

Fall: 

Cabbage  l/ 
Early 
Late 

Carrots,  early  1/ 

Total  fall  on  which 
acreage  has  been 
reported 

Total  on  which  I969: 
Acreage  and  production 
have  been  reported 

Acreage  has  been 
reported 


10.0 
21+.1+ 
1.0 
21.9 
62. 

9- 
2. 
7. 
lll+. 
11. 
1. 
2. 
1+. 


.0 

.6 

•9 
,6 
.7 
.3 
.5 
.1+ 
.1+ 

8.9 
1+3.8 
12.U 
8.1 
1.2 
1+1.8 
211.9 


9-6 
2U.2 
1.0 
20.9 
66.2 
10.5 
2.8 
8.0 
115.2 
12.2 
1.3 
2.2 

e.k 

8.0 
1+5.8 
15.5 
8.6 
l.l 
1+7.0 
221+.3 


2/ 
21.1+ 

K 

18.8 
67.I+ 
7.8 
2.1+ 
6 

112 
10 

1 

2 

7.3 
10.2 
1+7.2 
12.8 

8.9 

1.1 
1+3.8 
218.7 


90 
102 
71+ 
86 
86 
97 
82 
108 
100 

111+ 
128 
103 

83 
103 
100 
93 
98 


261 
1,015 

168 
l+,808 
7,1+06 
3,100 

297 
2,981 
7,1+81+ 
1,032 

180 

352 

506 
1,219 
11,21+5 
3,063 

31+6 
78 
l+,667 
18,661 


237 
1,029 

1I+7 
l+,332 
8,538 
3,668 

296 
3,503 
7,667 
1,168 

169 

310 

800 
1,211 
11,913 
3,3l+i+ 

331+ 
77 
5,1+82 
19,221 


2/ 
922 
2/ 
l+,0l+l 
7,768 
2,562 
272 
2,958 
7,680 
911+ 
196 
326 
81+0 

i,Wa 
12,1+27 
2,968 
368 
55 
5,295 
19,027 


30.1+  29.1+ 
2.1  2.0 
22.8  21+.1+ 


30.1  102 
2.0  100 

21+.5  100 


9,379  9,01+2 
293  268 
6,183  7,066 


55.3         55.8         56.6        101        15,855      16,379  — 


90 

93 
91 
70 
92 
81+ 
100 
78 
116 
105 
105 
119 
101+ 

89 
110 
71 
97 
99 


601.8  630.8         600.1+  95         68.869  73.j+j+6_    _70j060   95^ 

711.9  71+3.1+        707.8  95           


1,367.3    1,367.1    1,372.1      100     160,667    161,359    161,705  100 


1,532.7     1,535.5     1,536.1  100 


1/  Includes  processing. 
2/  Estimates  discontinued. 

3/  Does  not  include  late  summer  cantaloups,  onions,  green  peppers,  and  tomatoes. 
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SUMMARY 


Fresh  vegetable  production  is  expected 
to  be  a  little  smaller  this  summer  than  last. 
Supplies  of  carrots  and  celery  are  down  con- 
siderably. Output  of  snap  beans,  tomatoes,  and 
onions  will  likely  also  be  smaller.  But  sum- 
mer lettuce  tonnage  is  expected  to  be  record 
large.  Watermelon  production  is  up  a  little, 
but  indicated  cantaloup  output  is  down  mod- 
erately. 

Harvesting  of  summer  crops  is  underway 
in  most  areas.  Prices  in  the  next  6  to  8 
weeks  are  likely  to  average  a  little  above 
the  levels  of  a  year  ago. 

Processing  vegetable  acreage  was  cut  con- 
siderably this  year.  The  reduction  was  spread 
through  every  major  commodity  except  cabbage 
for  sauerkraut.  Both  canned  and  frozen  vegetable 
packs  are  likely  to  be  substantially  smaller 
than  last  season.  But  with  carryover  stocks  up 
sharply,  total  supplies  are  likely  to  be  only 
moderately  below  the  record  levels  of  1968/69. 

Potato  production  for  summer  harvest 
is  expected  to  be  a  little  below  last  year's 
output.    However,  delayed  development  of  late- 


spring  crops  caused  a  larger  than  usual  mar- 
keting overlap,  and  increasing  summer  crop 
supplies  are  likely  to  keep  pressure  on  mar- 
kets in  August.  Fall  crop  acreage  is  4  percent 
larger  than  last  year  and  moderately  above 
the  1963-67  average.  The  largest  increase  is 
in  Western  acreage.  Plantings  in  the  Central 
States  are  also  up,  but  those  in  the  East  are 
down  slightly. 

Sweetootato  production  is  expected  to  be 
slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago.  Prospective 
lower  yields  may  largely  offset  a  moderate 
increase  in  acreage.  If  current  prospects  ma- 
terialize, prices  in  1969/70  are  likely  to 
average  near  the  high  levels  of  last  season. 

Dry  bean  supplies  in  1969/70  are  likely 
to  be  moderately  larger  than  those  available 
this  season.  Production  is  estimated  at  18.2 
million  hundredweight,  2  percent  larger  than 
last  year's  crop.  And  carryover  stocks  are 
expected  to  be  above  the  nominal  holdings  of 
last  year. 

*The  summary  of  this  report  was  released  on 
July  24,  1969. 
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Drv  pea  production  this  year  is  expected 
to  be  up  nearly  a  fifth.  So  despite  small  carry- 
over stocks,  total  supplies  in  1969/70  are 
likely  to  be  materially  larger  than  last  season. 

RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 
AND  OUTLOOK 

COMMERCIAL  VEGETABLES 
FOR  FRESH  MARKET 

Winter  and  Spring  Review 

Following  a  year  of  strong  markets, 
growers  expanded  acreages  of  fresh  vegetables 
for  1969  winter  harvest  by  a  sixth.  However,, 
unfavorable  weather  caused  wide  supply  varia- 
tions, and  production  was  up  only  5  percent, 
Demand  was  strong,  partly  because  of  general 
inflationary  pressures,  and  prices  to  growers 
averaged  near  those  of  a  year  earlier.  Total 
crop  value  amounted  to  $221  million,  virtually 
the  same  as  in  the  winter  of  1968. 

Fresh  vegetable  supplies  were  generally 
ample  as  spring  began.  But  marketings  were 
off  substantially  in  late  April  and  May,  reflect- 
ing delayed  crop  development  As  volume 
dropped,  prices  moved  up  sharply,-  reaching 
record-high  levels  in  May.  Early  June  brought 
a  turnaround  as  marketing  gained  rapidly.' 
Prices  receded  sharply  from  May  levels,  but 
remained  above  those  of  a  year  earlier^ 

Summer  Supplies  Down  a  Little 

Total  supplies  of  fresh  vegetables  for 
marketing  this  summer  may  be  a  little  smaller 
than  last  year.  In  early  July,  indicated  pro- 
duction of  vegetable  crops  whichfurnish  about 
.two-thirds  of  the  summer  tonnage  was  slightly 
below  a  year  ago,  but  moderately  above  that 
of  1967.  Because  of  sharp  reductions  in  Cali- 
fornia acreage  and  yields,  early-summer  sup- 
.plies  of  carrots  and  celery  are  the  lightest 
in  several  years.  Early-summer  tomato  and 
onion  crops  are  also  expected  to  be  smaller. 
But  lettuce  supplies  are  expected  to  be  record 
large  this  summer,  and  moderately  above  a 
year  ago. 

Watermelon  output  is  expected  to  be  larger 
this  summer  than  last  But  cantaloup  supplies 
may  be  smaller;  lower  expected  yields  on 
California' s  big  acreage  are  responsible. 
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Prospects  for  Major  Fresh  Vegetables 

Cabbage— Supplies  of  cabbage  this  summer 
are  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as  those 
of  1968.  Early-summer  output  in  New  Jersey, 
Ohio,  and  Virginia  is  expected  to  be  6  percent 
larger.  But  late-summer  production  is  likely 
to  be  down  slightly. 

Most  leading  summer  crop  States  are  now 
harvesting  cabbage.  Prices  have  been  running 
about  the  same  as  those  of  a  year  ago,  and  are 
likely  to  average  at  moderate  levels  for  the 
season. 

Growers  of  cabbage  for  early-fall  harvest 
have  reported  plans  for  slightly  more  acres 
this  year  than  last  The  early-fall  crop  pro- 
vides most  of  the  fall's  fresh  supply,  as  well 
as  the  quantities  stored  for  winter  marketing. 
Most  cabbage  used  for  kraut  is  also  harvested 
in  the  early  falL  Contract  acreage  for  kraut 
is  up  slightly  this  year.  However,  because  of 
an  expected  reduction  in  carryover,  kraut  pack- 
ers may  be  active  buyers  on  the  open  market 
The  quantity  purchased  will  depend  largely  on 
prices. 

Carrots— Supplies  of  carrots  this  sum- 
mer are  expected  to  be  sharply  below  normaL 
California's  early-summer  crop— which  usual- 
ly provides  the  bulk  of  fresh  market  carrot 
supplies  in  July  and  August— is  estimated  at 
2,1  million  hundredweight  This  is  31  percent 
below  last  year  and  smallest  since  1964.  Acre- 
age is  much  smaller  than  a  year  ago  and 
yields  are  also  expected  to  be  lower.  New 
Jersey*  s  late-summer  crop  is  also  expected 
to  be  off  considerably  from  1968,  because 
of  lower  yields.  In  August,  however,  increasing 
supplies  will  be  available  from  early-fall  crop 
States,  where  acreage  is  expected  to  be  a 
little  larger  than  last  year. 

Carrot  prices  were  high  during  the  early 
summer.  In  the  week  ended  July  19,  f.o.b. 
prices  in  the  Salinas-King  City  area  of  Cali- 
fornia averaged  $5.00  per  carton  of  48-1  lb. 
film  bags,  compared  with  a  moderate  $3.25 
a  year  earlier.  During  the  next  6  to  8  weeks, 
markets  are  likely  to  exhibit  their  usual  stable 
seasonal  pattern.  Prices  are  likely  to  average 
substantially  above  those  of  a  year  earlier., 

Celery— Total  supplies  of  celery  for  sum- 
mer marketings  are  substantially  smaller  than 
in  1968,  due  to  sharply  reduced  output  in  Cali- 
fornia. Acreage  for  harvest  there  is  nearly  a 
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fourth  below  a  year  ago,  and  prospective  yields 
are  also  lower.  The  market  for  celery  was' 
very  strong  from  spring  through  early  summer. 
In  mid-July,  f.o.b.  prices  at  California  ship- 
ping points  were  averaging  more  than  $5  per 
2-3  dozen  crate  compared  with  a  low  $2.40 
per  crate  a  year  earlier.  Price  levels  are 
likely  to  decline  as  supplies  increase  from 
other  areas.  But  they  are  likely  to  average 
well  above  those  of  last  summer. 

Sweet  Corn — Production  of  sweet  corn  for 
fresh  market  this  summer  is  expected  to  total 
7.7  million  hundredweight,  moderately  more 
than  in  1968.  The  increase  is  mainly  expected 
in  the  New  Jersey  and  California  early -sum- 
mer crops,  where  higher  yields  are  anticipated. 

With  plentiful  supplies  available  from 
widespread  areas,  prices  are  likely  to  be  at 
their  normal  seasonal  low  during  the  next  6 
to  8  weeks  and  average  near  those  of  a  year 
earlier. 

Lettuce— The  1969  summer  lettuce  crop 
is  estimated  at  12.4  million  hundredweight. 
This  quantity  would  be  moderately  larger  than 
last  year  and  materially  above  the  1963-67 
average.  Most  of  the  increase  results  from  a 
bigger  crop  in  California,  which  is  expected 
to  account  for  more  than  three-fourths  of  total 
summer  tonnage.  Prices  for  lettuce  averaged 
relatively  low  from  mid-May  through  most  of 
June,  then  strengthened  in  late  June  as  mar- 
ketings dipped  temporarily.  By  mid-July,  how- 
ever, many  areas  came  in  with  large  volume 
and  prices  turned  downward.  F.o.b.  prices  in 
the  week  ended  July  19  averaged  $1.46  per 
carton  of  24  heads,  about  the  same  as  the  low 
levels  of  a  year  earlier  and  well  below  the 
$4-plus  received  for  Western  lettuce  earlier 
this  year.  Although  characteristic  variations 
may  occur,  prices  for  lettuce  are  expected 
to  average  near  current  levels  through  the 
summer. 

Onions— Onion  production  to  date  in  1969 
has  been  large.  Because  of  higher  yields,  early- 
spring  production  in  South  Texas  was  almost  a 
fourth  larger  than  the  rain-damaged  crop  of 
1968.  Better  yields  also  boosted  late-spring 
production  in  California, 

With  a  larger  carryover  of  storage  onions, 
the  sharply  increased  new  crop  supplies  de- 
pressed markets.  Through  early  May,  prices 
averaged  sharply  below  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
But  marketings  declined  in  late  May,  andprces 
strengthened.  By  early  June  prices  were  above 


year-earlier  levels  as  California  and  Arizona 
replaced  Texas  as  the  leading  source  of  supply; 
their  combined  late-spring  output  was  above  a 
year  earlier. 

The  acreage  of  onions  for  summer  harvest 
is  moderately  below  that  of  last-  year.  Growers 
of  early-summer  onions  reduced  plantings  by 
about  15  percent.  And  indicated  production,  at 
3  million  hundredweight,  is  about  a  tenth  smaller 
than  last  year.  Late-summer  acreage  is  up  a 
little  in  New  York,  but  is  lower  in  both  the 
Midwest  and  West. 

Tomatoes— Fresh  tomato  supplies  this 
summer  will  probably  be  a  little  smaller  than 
last.  Early-summer  production  is  estimated 
at  5.3  million  hundredweight,  slightly  below 
last  year's  output.  Acreage  for  harvest  in 
California,  which  provides  nearly  half  of  the 
seasonal  supply,  was  reduced  nearly  a  tenth, 
accounting  for  most  of  the  reduced  supply 
potential.  Acreage  for  late-summer  harvest 
is  also  expected  to  be  slightly  smaller  than 
last  year. 

Unloads  at  major  terminals  were  run- 
ning a  little  ahead  of  a  year  ago  during  July. 
And  harvesting  will  be  widespread  during  Au- 
gust. Although  supplies  in  the  next  6  to  8  weeks 
may  be  less  than  a  year  earlier,  grower  prices 
are  likely  to  be  at  seasonal  lows  during  the 
period. 

Cantaloups— Production  of  cantaloups  this 
spring  was  a  third  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  were  high  early  in  the  season,  but  as 
marketings  increased  sharply  in  mid-June, 
prices  fell  below  year-earlier  levels.  Markets 
strengthened  in  early  July  as  desert  spring- 
crop  supplies  declined. 

Supplies  of  cantaloups  this  summer  are 
expected  to  be  moderately  smaller  than  in 
1968.  Early-summer  production  (Arizona,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia)  is  larger— because  of 
increased  acreage  in  Central  Arizona.  But  this 
crop  is  well  past  peak,  and  California  will 
provide  the  bulk  of  remaining  summer  supplies. 
Mid-summer  cantaloup  acreage  in  California 
was  increased  sharply  from  a  year  earlier,  but 
lower  yields  are  expected  to  result  in  a  smaller 
crop.  And  prices  are  likely  to  average  above  the 
levels  of  last  summer. 

Watermelons — Spring  watermelon  produc- 
tion this  year  was  up  more  than  a  tenth  from 
that  in  1968.  Growers  planted  the  same  amount 
of  acreage.  But  yields  were  much  higher  in  both 
Florida  and  California. 
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Early-season  volume  was  below  a  year 
earlier  through  mid-June.  But  prices  declined 
in  late  June  as  spring  crop  marketings  over- 
lapped with  shipments  from  early-summer 
States.  Early-summer  production  is  expected 
to  be  slightly  above  last  year' s  large  crop,  and 
the  biggest  since  1960.  Much  of  the  increase 
over  last  year  is  expected  in  South  Carolina, 
Late-summer  output  in  Indiana,  Missouri,  Del- 
aware, and  Maryland  is  also  expected  to  be  up 
moderately. 

Inadequate  moisture  has  been  a  problem 
in  may  areas.  But  if  current  crop  prospects 
materialize,  supplies  will  be  heavy  through 
August,  and  prices  are  likely  to  continue  under 
pressure. 

PROCESSED  VEGETABLES 

Processed  vegetable  supplies  in  1968/69 
were  substantially  above  average,  and  record 
large  for  a  number  of  items.  Disappearance 
was  stimulated  by  a  strong  demand  and  lower 
prices  than  a  year  earlier.  Even  so,  supplies 
carried  over  into  the  1969  packing  season  were 
record  large. 

The  carryover  of  canned  vegetables  was 
up  sharply.  Canned  sweet  corn  and  snap  bean 
stocks  were  record  large;  canners'  carryover 
of  peas  was  the  largest  in  10  years  and  a 
fourth  above  a  year  earlier.  Big  increases 
were  also  evident  for  lima  beans,  beets,  to- 
matoes and  tomato  products. 

Total  disappearance  of  frozen  vegetables 
in  1968/69  was  larger  than  in  the  preceding  sea- 
son. However,  carryover  stocks  of  almost  all 
leading  items  were  above  those  of  last  year. 

Cold  storage  holdings  of  frozen  vegetables 
on  July  1  amounted  to  964  million  pounds.  This 
was  3  percent  above  a  year  earlier  and  more 
than  a  third  larger  than  the  1963-67  average 
Stocks  of  most  cool-weather  crops—including 
asparagus,  broccoli,  brussels  sprouts,  and 
spinach — were  below  those  of  last  July  1, 
reflecting  reduced  output  this  winter  and  spring. 
But  inventories  of  sweet  corn,  snapbeans,  peas, 
and  carrots  were   record  large,   (table  8)„ 

Prospective.  Production  Down 
Substantially  from  1968 

Early  reports  indicate  a  tonnage  of  pro- 
cessing vegetables  this  year  substantially 
smaller  than  in  1968.  Total  acreage  of  9  major 


vegetables  (which  annually  account  for  about 
95  percent  of  the  total  tonnage  for  commercial 
processing)  is  15  percent  below  last  year 
(table  2). 

Growing  conditions  have  been  less  than 
ideal  for  processing  vegetables  so  far  this 
season.  In  the  North  Central  States,  cold  wet 
weather  has  been  a  hindrance.  And  the  East 
has  had  insufficient  moisture.  However,  crops 
in  California  and  in  the  Northwest  have  de- 
veloped well. 

Based  on  current  indications,  green  peas 
production  will  be  about  4  percent  smaller  than 
in  1968,  while  the  tonnage  of  snap  beans  may 
be  down  about  6  percent.  The  processing  tomato 
and  sweet  corn  crops  will  probably  show  the 
greatest  tonnage  reductions,  as  processors  ad- 
justed acreage  downward  in  response  to  heavy 
inventories.  Substantial  cuts  in  output  are  also 
likely  for  beets,  cucumbers  for  pickles,  and  lima 
beans.  Combined  winter-spring  spinach  pro- 
duction was  nearly  20  percent  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier.  Cabbage  for  sauerkraut  is  the 
lone  major  processing  item  with  prospects  for 
an  increased  pack  this  season. 

The  1969  canned  pack  may  total  15  to 
20  percent  smaller  than  in  1968.  But  with  carry- 
over stocks  up  sharply,  supplies  are  likely  to 
be  only  moderately  below  those  of  1968/69, 
and  ample  for  market  needs. 

Frozen  vegetable  output  in  1969  may  total 
about  a  tenth  below  that  of  last  year.  But  like 
canned  vegetables,  a  larger  carryover  will 
largely  offset,  making  for  only  a  moderate 
reduction  in  total  frozen  supplies. 

Prospects  for  Leading  Items 

Lima  Beans— Carryover  stocks  of  canned 
lima  beans  into  the  1969  packing  season  were 
relatively  large  and  considerably  above  the  low 
levels  of  the  mid-1960' s.  Canners  contracted 
11  percent  fewer  acres  than  they  did  in  1968. 
With  average  yields  the  pack  will  likely  be 
down  substantially.  But  with  carryover  up, 
total  supplies  may  be  near  those  of  1968/69. 

Sharper  acreage  reductions  were  made 
in  plantings  of  limas  for  freezing.  Plantings 
of  both  Fordhooks  and  baby  limas  were  cut 
more  than  a  fifth.  Total  supplies  of  both  were 
record  large  in  1968/69,  and  despite  an  in- 
crease in  disappearance,  carryover  supplies 
were  up  substantially.  Assuming  average  yields 
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Table  2. — Vegetables  for  processing:    Acreage  and 
production,  United  States 


Crop 


Planted  acreage 


Average  : 
1963-67  : 


1968 


1969 


Production 


Average 
1963-67 


1968 


Indi- 
cated 
1969 


 1,000  acres  


 1,000  tons  


Snap  beans  : 

232 

286 

258 

529 

627 

591 

Green  peas 

•  ^35 

500 

1^8 

51+0 

582 

569 

Spinach  (winter  and  spring) 

:  22 

22 

18 

121 

130 

105 

Total  with  production  1/ 

•  689 

808 

72k 

1,190 

1,339 

1,265 

Green  lima  beans 

:  85 

111 

90 

96 

115 

n.a. 

Beets 

:  17 

22 

18 

19k 

269 

n.a. 

Cabbage  for  kraut-contract 

8 

11 

11 

200 

n.a. 

Sweet  corn  j 

k08 

55^ 

^65 

1,768 

2,1*79 

n.a. 

Cucumbers  for  pickles 

122 

160 

lifO 

555 

n.a. 

Tomatoes 

282 

37^ 

279 

h,6o6 

6,966 

n.a. 

Total  -  9  vegetables  l/ 

:  1,611 

2,039 

1,729 

8,501 

11,923 

n.a. 

1/  May  not  add  to  total  due  to  rounding, 
n.a.  -  not  available. 

Data  from  Vegetables-Processing,  SRS,  USDA,  July  1969. 


and  packout,  total  supplies  of  both  products 
may  be  about  a  tenth  below  last  season  's 
levels. 

Snap  Beans-- Total  1969  production  of  snap 
beans  for  processing  is  expected  to  be  6  percent 
less  than  last  year.  Plantings  for  canning  were 
reduced  by  9  percent  while  those  for  freezing 
were  down  13  percent.  But  higher  yields,  part- 
icularly in  the  West,  should  partly  compensate. 
With  a  gain  in  Oregon,  output  in  the  West  is 
likely  to  be  larger  than  last  year.  But  both  the 
East  and  Midwest  expect  smaller  crops. 

•  Packs  of  both  canned  and  frozen  snap 
beans  in  1969  are  likely  to  be  at  least  mod- 
erately smaller  than  a  year  earlier.  But  carry- 
over stocks  of  both  items  are  record  large. 
Total  supplies  of  canned  snap  beans  in  1969/7C 
are  likely  to  be  only  slightly  below  those  of 
the  preceding  season.  Frozen  supplies  may  be 
down  moderately. 


Beets -^Supplies  of  canned  beets  were 
heavy  during  the  1968/69  season  and  carryover 
stocks  in  mid- 196 9  were  large,  Plantings  for 
1969  packing  were  cut  17  percent  from  a  year 
earlier.  Acreage  in  Texas  was  cut  sharply. 
Wisconsin's  acreage  is  15  percent  below  1968, 
New  York's  is  down  a  tenth,  and  Oregon's  is 
the  same  as  last  year.  With  average  yields, 
output  is  likely  to  be  substantially  below  last 
year.  But  with  the  large  carryover,  total  sup- 
plies for  marketings  in  1969/70  may  be  about 
the  same  as  those  available  last  season,  and 
considerably  above  the  recent  5-year  average. 

Cabbage  for  Kraut— Sauerkraut  supplies 
during  the  1969/70  marketing  season  may  be 
a  little  smaller  than  those  available  this  season. • 
Carryover  stocks  are  expected  to  be  down 
sharply  but  some  increase  in  the  pack  appears, 
likely. 

Packers'  contract  acreage  is  slightly 
larger  than  in  1968.  Intentions  reports  also 
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indicate  a  slight  increase  in  early-fall  crop 
acreage  for  open  market.  (The  early-fall  crop 
normally  provides  most  of  the  kraut  cabbage 
acquired  on  the  open  market.)  Last  year,  con- 
tracted acreage  accounted  for  86  percent  of 
the  total  kraut  acreage. 

Sweet  Corn — Supply  developments  for 
canned  and  frozen  sweet  corn  have  followed 
remarkably  similiar  directions  in  the  past  year. 
Both  had  record  packs  in  1968,  resulting  in 
record  total  supplies.  And  despite  strong  move- 
ment, stocks  were  heavy  at  planting  time  for 
1969  crops.  Canners  and  freezers  both  re- 
duced plantings  by  16  percent  from  1968  levels. 

With  average  yields,  packs  are  likely  to 
be  substantially  below  those  of  last  year.  But 
with  heavy  carryovers,  total  supplies  of  both 
canned  and  frozen  sweet  corn  in  1969/70  are 
likely  to  be  only  moderately  below  last  season, 
and  above  any  other  on  record. 

Cucumbers  for  Pickles— Acreage  of  cu- 
cumbers for  pickles  in  1969  totals  12  percent 
below  last  year.  Acreage  is  down  14  percent 
in  the  North,  due  mainly  to  a  large  cutback 
in  Wisconsin.  North  Carolina  and  Texas  are 
largely  responsible  for  a  9  percent  reduction 
in  Southern  acreage.  Last  year's  crop  was 
smaller  than  the  year  before,  but  a  sharply 
higher  carryover  kept  total  supplies  heavy  in 
1968/69.  And  despite  active  disappearance,  mid- 
1969  stocks  appear  to  be  large.  However,  with 
average  yields  on  this  year*  s  reduced  acreage, 
1969/70  supplies  are  likely  to  be  considerably 
below  those  of  last  season. 

Green  Peas— Production  of  green  peas 
for  processing  this  year  is  expected  to  be 
.moderately  smaller  than  in  1968  as  a  result 
of  a  7  percent  acreage  reduction.  However 
high  yields  being  recorded  in  the  West  are 
expected   to   partly  offset  the   acreage  cut. 

As  of  July  15,  total  output  was  estimated 
at  560,360  tons  (shelled),  down  4  percent  from 
last  year.  Eastern  tonnage  is  expected  to  be  a 
fifth  smaller  than  in  1968.  Midwestern  pro- 
duction— mostly  for  canning — maybe  down  mod- 
erately, while  the  crop  in  the  West  is  expected 
to  be  up  7  percent, 

June  1  carryover  stocks  of  processed  peas 
were  heavy.  Those  of  frozen  peas  were  record 
large,  while  the  canned  pea  carryover  was 
the  highest  in  10  years.  With  crops  in  the  East 
and  Midwest  down,  the  canned  pack  may  be 
smaller  than  in  1968.  But  a  larger  frozen  pack 


is  likely,  in  view  of  the  expected  crop  increase 
in  the  West, 

If  these  prospects  materialize,  total  sup- 
plies of  canned  peas  in  1969/70  may  be  a  little 
smaller  than  last  season.  But  supplies  of  frozen 
peas  would  exceed  1968/69*  s  record  volume, 

Spinach — Current  supplies  of  processed 
spinach  appear  to  be  substantially  smaller 
than  a  year  ago.  Production  of  spinach  for 
processing  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
was  off  about  a  fifth  from  1968.  The  winter 
crop,  grown  mostly  in  California,  was  down 
nearly  a  third  as  harsh  weather  reduced  acre- 
age and  yields.  The  spring  crop  in  the  East 
and  Midwest  was  up  moderately. 

No  stocks  data  have  been  available  for 
canned  spinach  this  year.  Holdings  of  frozen 
spinach  on  July  1  totaled  71  million  pounds, 
a  third  below  the  record  supplies  of  a  year 
ago  and  16  percent  below  the  1963-67  average. 

Tomatoes— Total  supplies  in  1968/69  were 
extremely  large,  and  prices  have  been  under 
pressure  all  season.  Mid-1969  stocks  were 
sharply  above  the  large  inventories  of  a 
year  ago. 

Canners  have  planned  a  sharp  cutback  in 
pack  this  year.  U.S.  planted  acreage  is  a  fourth 
smaller  than  a  year  ago.  Plantings  in  California 
were  reduced  by  nearly  a  third.  Crops  are 
later  than  usual  in  a  number  of  areas,  in- 
cluding California,  where  wet  weather  delayed 
plantings.  However,  even  with  a  sharply  smaller 
U.S.  pack,  total  supplies  for  1969/70  will  pro- 
bably be  only  moderately  below  the  heavy 
levels  of  the  season  just  completed. 

POTATOES 

Review  of  First  Half  of  1969 

Supplies  of  potatoes  available  for  mar- 
keting during  the  first  half  of  1969  were 
moderately  smaller  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Stocks  of  frozen  products  were  record  large. 
But  remaining  fresh  storage  stocks  of  1968 
fall  crop  potatoes  on  January  1  were  down 
nearly  8  percent.  This  more  than  offset  in- 
creases in  new  crop  production. 

Through  the  first  5  months  of  1969,  U.S. 
average  prices  to  growers  were  higher  than 
in  the  corresponding  months  of  the  preceding 
season;  through  the  first  4  months  they  were 
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Table  3. — Fall  potatoes:     Harvested  acreage  by  States,  United  States 


Average 

:  1968 

:  Indicated 

:     1969  as 

State  and  area  : 

1963-67 

;  -f 

:  I969 
2/ 

: percentage 
:     of  1968 

Percent 

Maine  : 

148.2 

155.0 

157.0 

101 

New  Hampshire  : 

1.4 

1.0 

.9 

90 

Vermont  : 

1.8 

1.5 

1.4 

93 

Massachusetts  : 

6.6 

5.6 

5.1 

91 

Rhode  Island  : 

5.6 

5.6 

5.3 

95 

Connecticut  : 

6.5 

5.7 

5-2 

91 

New  York-Long  Island 

28.2 

27-7 

26.2 

95 

-Upstate  : 

39-0 

35-5 

35.5 

100 

Pennsylvania 

38.  4 

37.0 

36.0 

_97 

8  Eastern 

275.7 

27^.6 

272.6 

99 

Ohio 

12.1 

12.3 

12.5 

102 

Indiana 

6.6 

5.8 

5.9 

102 

Michigan 

33.9 

29.O 

29.0 

100 

Wisconsin 

37.*+ 

38.5 

37.0 

96 

Minnesota 

94.2 

87.O 

93.0 

107 

North  Dakota 

110.  4 

108.0 

112.0 

104 

South  Dakota 

5.4 

5.4 

5.0 

93 

Nebraska 

7.9 

7.0 

6.9 

99 

8  Central 

307.9 

293.0 

^301.3 

103 

Montana 

7.9 

8.1 

8.4 

104 

Idaho 

275.8 

294.0 

3H.0 

106 

Wyoming 

:  3.4 

3.8 

3.6 

95 

Colorado 

:  33.4 

34.5 

39.5 

114 

Utah 

:  8.1 

6.7 

7.7 

115 

Nevada 

.9 

.5 

4^0 

Washington 

:  29.6 

41.5 

116 

Oregon 

:  39.6 

46.5 

50.5 

109 

California 

:  27.8 

27.1 

27.4 

101 

9  Western 

:  426.5 

462.7 

496.1 

107 

Total  fall 

:  1,010.1 

1,030.3 

1,070.0 

104 

l/  Preliminary. 

2/  Indicated  acreage  as  of  July  1. 
3/  Estimates  discontinued. 

Data  from  Crop  Production,  SRS,  US DA,  July  1969. 
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sharply  higher  than  in  1968,  when  heavy  sup- 
plies led  to  substantial  crop  diversion  to 
starch  and  livestock  feed. 

Prices  for  western  Russets  held  strong 
throughout  the  storage  season.  But  without 
diversion  programs  this  year,  storage  supplies 
in  the  Midwest  and  East  were  large  relative 
to  market  needs,  and  prices  were  under 
pressure. 

By  May,  new  crop  prices  were  below 
year-earlier  levels,  reflecting  supply  increases. 
Slow  development,  particularly  in  California, 
delayed  late-spring  crop  marketings.  But  prices 
at  most  shipping  points— while  moderate— held 
below  year  earlier  levels  into  the  summer. 

Summer  Prospects 

Supplies  of  potatoes  for  marketing  during 
the  summer  are  near  those  last  year.  Because 
of  delays  in  crop  development,  marketings  of 
late-spring  crop  potatoes  in  July  were  much 
larger  than  a  year  ago. 

Summer  crop  output  is  expected  to  be 
smaller  than  last  year,  but  moderately  above 
the  1963-67  average.  Early-summer  crop  ton- 
nage—indicated at  13.6  mllion  hundredweight- 
is  3  percent  below  a  year  ago.  The  estimated 
29.4  million  hundredweight  late-summer  crop 
is  1  percent  smaller. 

Prices  in  most  shipping  areas  during 
July  were  moderately  below  those  a  year  earlier. 
Increasing  supplies  of  summer  crop  potatoes 
are  likely  to  continue  to  pressure  markets  in 
August. 

Fall  Crop  Acreage  Up  Moderately 

Indicated  potato  acreage  for  fall  harvest 
is  4  percent  larger  than  in  1968  and  6  percent 
above  the  1963-67  average.  Growers  in  the  West, 
who  experienced  strong  markets  last  season, 
account  for  most  of  the  increase  and  their 
acreage  is  expected  to  be  up  7  percent  Growers 
in  the  Central  States  have  also  expanded 
acreage— by  3  percent.  Butharvested  acreage  in 
the   East  is   expected   to  be  down  slightly. 

The  reduction  in  the  East  is  spread 
through  the  less  important  States.  Maine,  which 
accounts  for  more  than  half  of  the  regional 
total,  expects  to  harvest  slightly  more  acreage 
than  last  season. 

Likewise  in  the  Central  States,  acreage 


is  expected  to  be  up  in  the  major  producing 
area.  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota,  which  share 
the  Red  River  Valley  district,  have  about  5 
percent  more  acreage  for  harvest  this  year. 
This  offsets  reductions  in  several  less  impor- 
tant States  in  the  region. 

Larger  acreage  is  expected  in  all  West- 
ern fall  crop  States  except  Wyoming,  The 
biggest  gain  is  in  the  Northwest.  Idaho  expects 
311,000  acreas  for  harvest  this  year,  up  6 
percent  from  1968.  Washington's  48,000  acres 
are  up  16  percent  and  Oregon  has  9  percent 
more  than  last  year,  despite  a  reduction  in 
Malheur  County.  Cool  wet  weather  delayed 
planting  of  the  Idaho  and  Washington  crops. 

The  first  forecast  of  production  for  the 
1969  fall  crop  will  be  released  onSeptember  10. 

SWEETPOTATOES 

Review  of  1968/69  Season 

U.S.  sweetpotato  acreage  in  1968  was  up 
only  slightly  from  1967' s  record  low.  Yields 
were  down  a  bit,  but  production  was  fraction- 
ally larger. 

Sweetpotato  shipments  are  heaviest  in 
the  fall,  when  harvest  is  active  and  the  holiday 
season  stimulates  demand,  Movement  of  1968- 
crop  sweetpotatoes  to  fresh  market  outlets 
was  below  year-earlier  levels  during  the  peak 
of  the  shipping  season.  Through  December, 
volume  was  down  about  6  percent  and  prices 
were  above  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Prices 
held  high  throughout  the  shipping  season.  How- 
ever, they  did  not  reach  the  unusually  high 
late-season  levels  of  the  year  before,  when 
volume  was  extremely  light.  Unloads  of  fresh 
sweetpotatoes  during  the  first  6  months  of 
1969  were  about  15  percent  greater  than  a 
year  earlier. 

Processors  used  more  sweetpotatoes  in 
1968  than  they  had  in  several  years.  The 
canned  pack  amounted  to  10.8  million  cases 
(basis  24/303*  s),  up  a  tenth  from  a  year  earlier 
and  the  largest  since  1965.  The  9.6  million 
pound  frozen  pack  was  up  sharply  from  the 
preceding  year  but  was  moderately  below  the 
1962-66  average. 

Larger  1969  Crop  Indicated 

Several  years  of  strong  markets  prompted 
a  moderate  increase  in  planting  for  1969  har- 
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Table  k. — Sweetpotatoes :     Production  by  States,  United  States 


State  and  area 

Average 

1963-67  ; 

1968 

:  Indicated 
:  1969 

:  -1 

:     I969  as 
percentage 
:     of  1968 

-1,000  cwt.- 

59^ 
1+50 

l,M+9 

Percent 

New  Jersey  : 
Maryland  ; 
Virginia 

838 
1+38 
1,826 

500 
1+80 
1,552 

81+ 
107 
107 

Central  Atlantic 

3,102 

2,1+93 

2,532 

102 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia 

2,075 
292 

773 

2,530 
162 
680 

2,880 

210 
638 

111+ 
130 
9k 

Lower  Atlantic 

3,lU0 

3,372 

3,728 

111 

Tennessee 
Alabama 

Mississippi  : 

Arkansas  : 

Louisiana 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

New  Mexico 
Kansas 

398 
1+68 
992 
163 

3,859 
60 

797 
59 
10k 

266 
1+70 
935 
135 
k,l60 
k2 
960 
kk 
86 

23^ 
1+50 
800 
1U2 
k,3k0 

2/ 
875 

2/ 
2/ 

88 
96 
86 

105 
10l+ 

91 

Central 

6,900 

7,098 

6,81+1 

96 

California 

:  791 

800 

820 

102 

United  States 

13,933 

13,763 

13,921 

101 

1/  Indicated  as  of  July  1.      2/  Estimates  discontinued. 


Data  from  Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  July  1969. 
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vest  By  far  the  largest  increase  was  in 
Louisiana;  its  62,000  acres  for  harvest  are 
nearly  a  fifth  larger  than  last  season.  North 
Carolina's   24,000  acres   are   up  9  percent. 

Unfavorable  weather,  however,  appears 
to  be  offsetting  much  of  the  planting  increase 
in  several  areas.  Dry  weather  is  expected  to 
hold  yields  considerably  below  a  year  ago  in 
Louisiana.  U.S.  production  is  expected  to  total 
only  slightly  above  last  season  (table  4),  The 
Atlantic  Coast  States  may  have  about  7  per- 
cent more  sweetpotatoes.  But  total  production 
elsewhere  is  expected  to  fall  short  of  1968' s 
output. 

Market  Prospects  for  1969/70 

Marketing  of  the  1969  crop  began  on 
schedule  in  early  July  with  light  movement 
out  of  Louisiana,  Harvest  will  increase  grad- 
ually in  the  next  few  months,  reaching  peak 
volume  in  late  fall.  Prices  are  currently  high, 
but  are  likely  to  decline  seasonally  as  supplies 
increase.  If  current  production  prospects  mate- 
rialize, prices  to  growers  through  the  1969/70 
season  are  likely  to  average  near  the  relatively 
high  levels  of  last  season. 


DRY  EDIBLE  BEANS 

Review  of  1968/69  Season 

Dry  bean  production  in  1968  was  much 
larger  than  the  short  1967  crop,  but  moderately 
below  the  1962-66  average.  So  with  carryover 
stocks  the  smallest  of  the  decade,  the  1968/69 
supply  was  only  moderately  above  the  tight 
supply  of  the  preceding  season. 

With  more  beans  available,  movement  into 
both  domestic  and  export  outlets  this  season 
has  been  larger  than  a  year  ago.  Despite  a 
midwinter  dock  strike,  exports  in  the  September 
1968-May  1969  period  totaled  2.4  million 
hundredweight,  up  from  1.6  million  a  year 
earlier. 


Prices  for  dry  beans  have  been  relatively 
high  this  season,  although  below  the  levels  of. 
a  year  ago.  Prices  to  growers  during  September 
1968-June  1969  averaged  $8.35  per  hundred-' 
weight.  This  was  about  a  tenth  beow  a  year 
earlier  but  more  than  a  tenth  above  the  average 
of  the  preceding  5  seasons. 


Table  5.— Dry  edible  beans:    Production  by  areas,  United  States  1/ 


Year 

;  Mich- 
\  igan 

New 
York 

North- 
west 2/ 

South- 
west 3/ 

Cali- 
fornia, ' 

U.S. 
total 

1963-67  av. 

:       7.1           1.1         k.6           2.1           3.0  17.8 

i960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
196^ 
1965 
1966 
1967 

1968  y 

1969  5/ 


6.2 

7.1* 
7.h 
8.6 
7.6 
6.2 
8.0 
5.3 
6.6 
7.3 


1.2 
1.3 
1.2 
1.0 
1.2 
.8 
1.3 
1.1 
1.0 
1.0 


5.0 
h.2 

h.l 

5.3 
k.o 

k.5 
k.2 


1.9 
2.6 

1.9 
2.1+ 

1.7 
2.0 
2.1 
2.1 
2.3 
2.1+ 


3.1 

3A 
3.2 
3.3 
2.8 

2.9 
3.2 
2.6 
3.3 
3.1 


17.  k 
19.7 
17.9 
20.0 

17.  h 
16.5 
20.0 
15.2 
17.7 
18.2 


1/  Cleaned  basis. 2/  Nebraska,  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Washington,  and 
Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  beginning  I96I+.    3/  Kansas,  Colorado,  New  Mexico, 
and  Utah,    k/  Preliminary.    5/  Indicated. 

Data  from  Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  annual  and  monthly  reports. 
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Government  Program  Activity 

Because  of  the  larger  supplies,  Govern- 
ment programs  were  used  more  extensively 
this  season  than  last.  Under  a  Section  32  pro- 
gram, USD  A  purchased  871,346  hundredweight 
of  1968  crop  beans.  The  purchases  were  dis- 
tributed through  school  lunch  and  welfare  pro- 
grams. Under  the  price  support  program,  nearly 
1.7  million  hundredweight  of  1968-crop  beans 
were  put  under  loan— about  2-1/2  times  the 
quantity  of  a  year  earlier.  Loan  data  are  not 
available  by  class.  However,  the  program  was 
most  active  in  Michigan — where  pea  beans  dom- 
inate—and  in  the  pinto  and  great  northern 
growing  areas  of  the  West.  Data  are  not  yet 
available  on  deliveries  of  beans  to  CCC0  How- 
ever, through  June  30,  farmers  had  repaid  the 
loans  on  1.2  million  hundredweight. 

Larger  Supply  Expected 

Supplies  of  dry  beans  for  1969/70  mar- 
keting are  likely  to  be  moderately  larger  than 
those  available  this  season.  Carryover  stocks 
on  September  1  will  be  above  the  nominal 
holdings  of  a  year  earlier.  And  prospective 
1969  production,  at  18.2  million  hundredweight, 
is  2  percent  larger  than  last  year's  crop, 
reflecting  slight  increases  in  both  acreage  and 
yield. 

Production  for  Leading  Classes 

Production  estimates  for  the  1969  bean 
crop  by  class  will  not  be  available  until 
December. 

In  Michigan,  where  most  pea  beans  and. 
a  substantial  portion  of  the  red  kidneys  are 
grown,  estimated  output  is  up  11  percent  from 
1968.  Prospective  production  in  New  York, 
mostly  red  kidney  and  black  turtle  soup  beans, 
is  a  shade  above  1968,  due  to  higher  yields. 
Output  in  the  Southwest — mostly  pinto  beans — 
is  expected  to  be  up  moderately.  Kansas— also 
predominantly  a  pinto  State — appears  to  have 
a  much  larger  crop  than  in  1968.  Northwestern 
tonnage  is  expected  to  be  down  a  little  from 
last  season.  Nebraska's  crop  is  likely  to  be 
reduced  slightly;  that  State  accounts  for  about 
two-thirds  of  the  country's  great  northerns 
and  a  modest  part  of  the  pinto  crop. 

The  prospective  total  California  crop,  at 
3.1  million  hundredweight,  is  about  6  percent 
below  a  year  ago.  Its  tonnage  of  large  limas 
is  expected  to  be  down  nearly  a  tenth  from 
last  year  due  to  lower  yields;  acreage  is  up 


slightly.  Baby  lima  production  is  expected  to 
fall  17  percent,  because  of  both  lower  acreage 
and  yields.  Output  of  other  classes,  including 
small  whites,  red  kidneys,  and  blackeyes,  is 
likely   to  be  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

1969-Crop  Price  Supports 

The  1969  support  prices  for  dry  beans 
are  the  same  as  those  in  effect  for  the  1968 
crop,  with  one  exception;  there  is  a  20-cent 
increase  per  hundredweight  for  pinto  beans 
in  Idaho. 

Support  prices  per  hundredweight  for  1969- 
crop  beans  (depending  on  area)  are: 

Pea  and  medium  white  „  ,  .  .  .  $6.15-6.65 
Great  northern  ..........  6.71-7.21 

Small  white  and  flat .   7.52 

Pinto  .................  5.97-6.57 

Red  kidney  .............  8.51-8.70 

Pink  ......    ...........  7.32 

Small  red  .............  .  7.37-7.47 

Large  lima  .............  10.39 

Baby  lima  ..............  5.59 

These  support  prices  are  for  U.S.  No„  1 
grade  beans,  cleaned  and  bagged,  with  all 
charges  (except  those  for  receiving  and  loading 
out)  paid  through  the  loan  maturity  date,  April  30, 
1970.  Premiums  and  discounts  for  the  1969 
program  are  the  same  as  those  for  the  1968 
program.  Premiums  for  U.S.  Choice  Hand  Picked 
and  U.S.  Extra  No,  1  grade  beans  will  be  10 
cents  per  hundredweight  for  all  except  pea 
beans,  on  which  the  premium  for  U.S.  Choice 
Hand  Picked  grade  will  be  25  cents.  U.S.  No.  2 
grade  beans  will  be  discounted  25  cents  per 
hundredweight. 

DRY  FIELD  PEAS 

Review  of  1968/69  Season 

Production  of  dry  field  peas  in  1968 
was  3.7  million  hundredweight,  up  3  percent 
from  1967.  So  although  carryover  stocks  were 
relatively  small,  total  supplies  for  1968/69 
marketing  were  up  a  little. 

Despite  the  larger  supply,  prices  have 
remained  considerably  above  year-earlier 
levels  so  far  this  season.  U.S.  prices  to  growers 
averaged  $5.43  per  hundredweight  during  Sep- 
tember 1968-June  1969  compared  with  $4.42 
per  hundredweight  during  the  same  period  last 
season. 
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The  higher  prices  largely  reflected  strong- 
er foreign  demand.  Total  exports  through  May 
of  the  current  season  were  up  23  percent  from 
a  year  earlier. 

Current  information  suggests  that  carry- 
over stocks  will  be  lighter  than  a  year  ago 
and  probably  the  smallest  since  1962. 

Larger  Supplies  Likely  in  1969/70 

Supplies  of  dry  peas  in  1969/70  are  ex- 
pected to  •  be  materially  larger  than  those  of 
the  previous  season.  Although  carryover  stocks 
will  be  light,  indicated  production  in  1969  is 
19  percent  larger  than  last  year,  though  only 
moderately  above  the  1963-67  average.  Growers 
in  Washington  and  Idaho  (where  more  than 
nine-tenths  of  the  crop  is  produced)  increased 


acreage  sharply,  and  U.S.  acreage  is  up  nearly 
a  fifth.  Cold  spring  weather  delayed  plantings 
in  all  producing  areas.  Yields  are  expected 
to  be  slightly  below  a  year  ago  and  moderately 
less  than  the  1963-67  average. 

Domestic  movement  of  dry  peas  through 
commercial  trade  channels  during  1969/70  will 
probably  be  about  in  line  with  this  season's. 
Export  trade  will  continue  to  play  its  increasing- 
ly important  role  in  determining  prices  for 
U.S.  dry  peas.  Information  regarding  foreign 
crops  and  the  strength  of  foreign  demand  is 
still  limited.  However,  if  foreign  demand  is 
not  stronger  than  last  season's,  prices  for  1969 
crop  peas  may  average  below  a  year  earlier. 


The  Vegetable  Situation  is  published 
February,  April,  July,  and  October. 

The  next  issue  is  scheduled  for  release 
on  October  31 >  1969*    The  summary  is  coheduled 
to  be  released  to  the  press  immediately  after 
the  Outlook  Situation  Board  meeting  October  27, 
1969. 
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Table  6. — Vegetables,  fresh:    Representative  prices  for  stock  of  generally  good 
quality  and  condition  (U.S.  Ho.  1  when  available),  New  York, 
Chicago,  and  shipping  point,  indicated  periods,  1968  and  19^9 


Tuesday  neare 

st  inid- 

month 

Market  : 

and  .,: 

State  : 
of  : 

Unit  : 

I968 

1969 

commodity  : 

origin  : 

May 
Ik 

June  . 

18  : 

July 
16 

'.  Kay 
:  15 

.  June  . 
:     17  : 

July 
15 

 Dol 

lars-  - 

New  York: 

Beans,  snap,  green 

Broccoli 

Cabbage 

Domestic,  round  type 
Cantaloups 

Carrots,  topped,  washed  " 

Cauliflower 

Celery 

Pascal 

Pascal 
Lettuce ,  Iceberg 
Spinach,  Savoy 
Tonatoes 

New  Jersey 
California 

New  Jersey 
California  ' 
California 
California  ' 

-lew  York 
California 
California 
New  Jersey 
Ohio  : 

Bu. basket 

l4-bchs.,  crates 

Various  used  crates 
36' s  jumbo  crt. 
48— 1  lb.  film  bag  crt. 
Carton  12 's 

2—3  doz . ,  crt . 
2-3  doz.,  crt. 
2  doz.,  ctn. 
Bu.  bskt. 
8  lb.  bskt.,  med. 

4.00 

3.85 
4.50 

6~5 
4.50 
1.50 
2.85 

3.50 

1.65 
8.50 
5.25 

4.00 
1.50 
2.75 

6.50 
3.85 

1.25 
7.25 
U.35 
5.00 

2.50 
4.50 
3.40 
1.50 
2.50 

4.50 
4.75 

8.00 

5.50 

1.00 

3.75 

6.00 
3.75 

1.75 
9.25 
5.00 

9.00 
3.25 
1.00 
3.00 

6.25 
5.00 

1.12^ 
7.50 
6.75 
5.25 

6.50 
9.75 
3.75 
1.75 

Chicago: 

Broccoli 
Cabbage 

Domestic,  round  type 
Cantaloups 

Carrots,  topped,  washed 

Caulif lower 

Celery 

Pascal 

Pascal 
Cucumbers 
Honeydews 
Lettuce,  Iceberg 
Spinach,  flat  type 
Tomatoes 

California 

Illinois 
California 
California 
California 

California 

Michigan 

Illinois 

California 

California 

Illinois 

Illinois 

lU's,  |  crt. 

Various  used  crates 
36 's  jumbo  crt. 
kS-1  lb.  film  bag  crt. 
Filmwrpd.,  ctns.  12 ' s 

2-3  doz.,  16  in.  crt. 
2-4  doz.,  16  in.  crt. 
Bu.  bskt. 

9-  12 's  std.  flat  crt. 
2  doz.  heads,  ctn. 
Bu.  bskt. 

10-  lb.bskt.,  med.-lge. 

3.50 

4.10 
5.25 

_ 

3.50 
1.65 

3.00 

2.85 
9.25 
4.50 
3.35 

8.25 
— 

3.25 
2.00 
— 

3.50 

1.50 
7.25 
4.85 
4.50 

4.15 

3.75 
5.00 
4.25 
2.75 

2.00 

4.25 

5.00 
6.50 

7.25 


5.  CO 

3.25 

4.1+0 
8.25 

8.00 
— 

2.75 
3.75 

4.25 

1.75 
7.25 
6.85 
^.75 

7.75 
6.65 
U.25 

3.00 
4.50 
2.00 

Week 

ended 

1968 

1969 

:  May 
:  18 

.  June  . 
:     15  ': 

July  . 
13  ' 

May 
17 

.  June 

:  14 

July 
12 

Shipping  points: 

Onions ,  medium 
Onions,  medium 
Watermelons 

: Texas 

: California 

: Florida 

: 50  lb .  sack 

: 50  lb .  sack 

: 25  lb.  av.  and  larger, 

:     per  cwt . 

:  4.25 

1.42 

2.00 

2.68 
I.67 
1.75 

2.50 
4.23 

1.54 
2.61 

2.15 
2.12 
1.75 

Prices  from  Market  News  Service,  C&MS,  USDA. 
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Table  7. — Canned  vegetables:     Commercial  pack  and  canners'  seasonal  supply,  shipments 
to  July  1,  stocks  July  1,  and  total  seasonal  shipments,  selected  commodities 


Commodity 
and 
season 

|  Seasonal 

;         S  ill  DHlBIl'b S 

:  to 
:        July  1 

\  Stocks 

:  Total 

Carryover  : 

Pack 

:  seasonal 
:  shipments 

J  supply 

'        July  1 

Asparagus 

1965-66 

1  fi 

X  •  \J 

7  q 
1 

y.u 

1  /    3  *7 

2/  5.3 

■7  ft 
1 .0 

1966-67 

1.2 

7.9 

9-1 

1/  3.7 

1/  5.4 

7.5 

1967-68 

l.D 

0.0 

Q  0 
8.2 

1/  2.9 

2/  5.3 

6.8 

1968-69 

1.4 

6.9 

8.3 

1/  2.7 

2/  5.6 

n.a. 

Paahq  limn 

_L/v_,  Cut  1 0  j     J  LlJld 

1 o6s-66 

lC;g7-68 

x^oo— oy 

.1 
.1 

3.0 
3.5 

3.1 
3.6 

3/  2.7 
3/  2.8 

2/  .1 
2/  -3 

3.0 

3.3 

•  3 

1.0 

4.0 
3.8 

4.3 
4.8 

3/  2.8 
3/  2.9 

2/  1.0 
n.a. 

3.3 
n.a. 

R  p  p  n  ^      ^  n  ^  n 

1965-66 

k  1 
4  •  _1_ 

ks  & 
4;?  .  O 

U9.7 

kl .  9 

7.2 

kl .  9 

1 066-67 

f  .<= 

40.5 

47.7 

k3.8 

k.6 

l.-S  0 

43.8 

1967-68 

4.6 

R3  9 
2  J  -d 

R7  ft 

5  /  .0 

'+0 .  d 

ii  ). 

11 .  4 

4D . 

xyoo— oy 

11.4 

51.8 

63.2 

n.a. 

n,a. 

n.a. 

3  £ 
i.o 

10 .0 

13.6 

11.5 

2.1 

11.5 

1966-67 

2.1 

11.  U 

1  3  S 

it  3 

0  0 

ii  3 
110 

1967-68 

d.d 

it  « 
11 . 0 

14. 0 

12.3 

2.5 

12.3 

1968-69 

2.5 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

nsa. 

n.a. 

Carrots 

1965-66 

£1  •  U 

6.5 

5.4 

1.1 

5.4 

1 066-67 

X .  X 

1 .1 

ft  0 
O  .id 

O.l 

2.1 

6.1 

1967-68 

2.1 

?  •  J 

7  6 
(  .O 

5. 9 

0  3 
CO 

5.9 

1968-69 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Corn,  sveet 
1965-66 

3Q  1 

\±o  1 

30  ft 
jy .  0 

0  3 
cO 

4U  .  9 

1966-67 

1.2 

ks  S 

U6  7 

kk  1 

0  < 

£1 . 0 

45  . 4 

1967-68 

1.3 

49-3 

50.6 

Mt.2 

6.U 

46.3 

l.yOO—Oy 

4.3 

59-3 

63.6 

n.a. 

n,a. 

n.a. 

PSclS  5  ^TGGIl 
1965-66 

37  6 

kn  6 

k/3k  0 

4/ j4.y 

5/5.7 

3)1  n 

3k.  9 

1 Q66-67 

p  ■  1 

jl-9 

37 

0 1 .0 

Ti  /  3  3  7 
4/33.  ( 

I/3.9 

33.7 

1967-68 

3  Q 

j.y 

37  7 
Jl  «  1 

kl 

Ti /3 c:  n 

2/°-D 

35-0 

1 q6P-6q 

J. IJ1  lid  OUC  O 

0 . 0 

3£  O 

jo. 2 

)iO  ft 

1.  /  -I  I  1- 

it/3k.5 

5/8.3 

34.5 

1965-66 

c  1 

3^  A 

jo .  u 

}il  1 

35-7 

<C  3 

0.3 

35.7 

1066-67 

A  3. 
DO 

32.  ( 

39-0 

35.1 

3.7 

35.1 

1967-68 

3,  7 
J.  f 

DO  1 

ho  ft 

3c:  i 

35  •! 

7.0 

35 .1 

7.D 

4-0.  O* 

56.  k 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Tnnifli"n    "inn  pp 

I965-66 

in  ri 

JiO  0 
4U .  U 

5U .  u 

)ii  c 

kl  .  O 

0 . 4 

41.6 

I966-67 

ft.  k 

O  .  4 

3ft  n 

•  3 

],n  I, 

6.9 

lift  )■ 
40 . 4 

1967-68 

6  Q 

0.9 

Lo  ft 

4-y.  f 

In  0 
41 .  d. 

ft  tr 

41.2 

±yoo— 0^ 

Q  cr 
0.5 

55.0 

n.a. 

n.a . 

n.a. 

1 q6s— 66 

ft  O 

■3)l  1 
34. 1. 

42.3 

35.1 

7.2 

35.1 

1066-67 

I  'd 

3^  3 

35 .3 

33  ft 
33.0 

ft  n 
0.7 

33.0 

1967-68 

8.7 

37.8 

U6.5 

35.6 

10.9 

35.6 

1968-69 

XU .  y 

H-O  .  X^ 

5 1 .0 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Chili  sauce 

1965-66 

.3 

1-5 

1.8 

1.6 

.2 

1.6 

1966-67 

.2 

2.1 

2.3 

1.8 

•  5 

1.8 

1967-68 

.5 

1.6 

2.1 

1.7 

.4 

1.7 

1968-69 

.4 

2.3* 

2.7 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

1/  Shipments  to  August  1.     2/  August  T.     3/  Shipments  to  Kay  1.     H/  Shipments  to  June  1.     5/  June  1. 
n.a.  -  not  available.  *Estimated. 
national  Canners  Association. 
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Table  8. — Vegetables,  frozen:     United  States  coiwiierciai  pad 
I967  and  i960,  and  cold  storage  holdings, 
July  1,  1969,  with  comparisons 


Pac 

;  coid 

s  torage  holds ngs 

Commodi  by  : 

1967  : 

1968 

.                                     ...  . 

:               '  : 

juiy^.i,  : 

19^0 

juxy  x, 
^.909  ±J 

Villi  on  poundo 

Asparagus  : 
Beans,  lima:  : 
Fordhook  : 
Baby  : 

32.5 

75.6 
85.7 

34.4 

81.0 
84.5 

29.9 

16.6 
22.7 

35.0 

23.5 
35.7 

25.4 
30.5 

46.5 

Total  : 

161.3 

165.5 

39.3 

59.2 

77.0 

Beans,  snap:  : 
Regular  cut  : 
French  cut  : 

Wax  : 

147.6 
70.2 
7.1 

138.5 
65.5 
6.5 

32.1 
16.1 
n.a. 

58.1 
20.6 
n.a. 

67.2 
21.6 
n.a. 

Total  ; 

224.9 

210.5 

48.2 

78.7 

88.8 

Broccoli 

Brussels  sprouts 

Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Corn,  cut 

Corn-on-cob 

Mixed  vegetables 

Feas 

Feas  and  carrots 
Fumpkin  and 

squash 
Rhubarb 
Spinach 
Succotash 
Kale 
Okra 

Peas,  blackeye 
Turnip  greens 
Mi  s  ceilaneous 
vegetables 

Total 

Potato  Products 

Grand  total 


1616".  7 
39.5 
133.3 
51.0 
316.1 
44.0 
3/  120.4 
424.3 
6.3 


3/ 


3/ 


23.3 
6.8 
153.2 
7.8 
5.4 

47.5 
44.2 
25.I 

117.7 


173.0 
49.0 
162.3 
67.6 
334.5 
76.4 
3/  132.9 
429.3 
3/  36.1 

24.7 
6.2 
154.0 
3/  8.2 
4.7 
30.5 
25.6 
20.6 

153.0 


23.4 
37.8 
14.2 
59-5 

%/ 
27.9 
178.1 
12.3 

96.6 


179.*+ 


"83".  2" 
21.9 
34.0 
11.8 
79.7 

2/ 
34.1 

198.6 
14.5 

% 

105.3 

I 

it/ 
182.6 


2,016.8 


2,121.8 


809.2 


938.6 


"  I749O".  8" 


1~,736".Q" 


"403  ".4 


"370".O" 


3,507.6 


3,857.8 


1,212.6 


18.8 
46.9 
15.4 
120.8 

2/ 
33.8 

231.1 
15.0 

y 

y 
71,3 

y 

i 

i 

172.0 


963.9 


441  ;o" 


1,308.6  1,404.9 


1/  Iraliminary.    2/  Corn-on-cob  included  with  cut  corn.     3/  Considered  as  repacks 
and  not  included  in  total.    4/  Included  in  miscellaneous  vegetables, 
n.a.  -  not  available. 


Pac];  data  from  Bctionai  Association  of  Frozen  Food  Packers. 
Storage  Report,  SRS,  U3DA,  issued  monthly. 


Stocks  from  Cola 
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Table  9. — Vegetables  for  processing:    Planted  acreage  and  production, 
average  1963-67,  annual  1968  and  indicated  1969 


Planted  acreage 

Production  l/ 

Crop 

Average 
1963-67 

:                    :  Indi- 
:      1968       :  cated 
:                    :  I969 

:     1969  as 
:  percentage 
:    of  1968 

Average 
1963-67  j 

1968 

-1,000  acres  

Percent 

-  -1,000 

tons-  - 

For  freezing: 

Green  lima  beans 
Snap  beans 
Sweet  corn 
Green  peas 

60.1 
60.0 
107.0 
162.9 

72.1+  56.O 
63.2  5U.9 
137.0  115.2 
185.6  161.1+ 

77 
87 
81+ 

87 

69.9 
128.8 
1+70.3 
207.7 

81.6 
139-7 
69I.I 
233.0 

For  canning: 

Green  lima  beans 
Snap  beans 
Sweet  corn 
Green  peas 

30.0 
188.5 
330.6 
297.I+ 

38.2  3U.0 
222.7  203.1+ 
1+16.7  350.0 
31U.1+  286.3 

89 
91 
81+ 

91 

26.2 
1+00.0 

1,297.2 
332.5 

31.6 
1+87.1 
1,786.7 
353.8 

1/  1969  production  for  canning  and  freezing  will  be  published  in  December  annual  summary. 


Vegetables-Processing,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 


Table  10. — Potatoes,  Irish:    Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  1963-67,  annual  1968  and  indicated  1969 


Acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

:  Production 

Seasonal 
Group 

Harvested  : 

For  ; 
harvest  \ 

1969  : 

Indi- 
cated 
1969 

Indi- 
cated 
1969 

Average 
1963-67 

:   1968  : 

;  y  ; 

Average  : 
1963-67  : 

1968  : 
1/  ; 

:  Average : 
:  1963-67: 

1968  : 

y  ; 

-1,000  acres- 

-Cwt.  

 Mil. 

cwt.- 

Winter 

21.6 

21.9 

19.9 

I96 

177 

202 

1+.3 

3.9 

1+.0 

Spring 
Early- 
Late 

31.0 
102.7 

33.1 
83.U 

32.9 
90.6 

11+3 
227 

152 
21+6 

176 
235 

1+.1+ 
23.3 

5.0 

20.5 

5.8 
21.3 

Summer 
Early 
Late 

83.5 
131.2 

85.3 
123.6 

85.1+ 
122.6 

218 

161+ 
21+2 

159 
2l+0 

12.9 
28.6 

lk.0 

29.9 

13.6 
29.1+ 

Total  with  pro- 
duction to  date 

370.0 

31+7.3 

351.^ 

938 

211 

211 

73.5 

73.3 

71+.1 

Fall 

8  Eastern 

8  Central 

9  Western 

275.7 
307.9 
1+26.5 

27!+.  6 
293.0 
1+62.7 

272.6 
301.3 
1+96.1 

237 
152 
227 

232 
169 
232 

65.3 
1+6.9 
97.5 

63.7 
I+9.6 
107.6 

Total 

1,010.1 

1,030.3 

1,070.0 

207 

211+ 

209.7 

220.9 

United  States 

1,380.1 

1,377.6 

1,1+21.1+ 

205 

mk 

283.2 

29I+.2 

1/  Revised. 

Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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Table  11. — Potatoes:     Prices  f .o.b.  shipping  points  and  wholesale  price  at 
New  York  and  Chicago,  U.S.  Ho.  1  indicated  periods    1968  and  I969 


•  Week  ended 

1968  ; 

1969 

Item 

State 

May 
18 

June 
15 

July 

13 

May 
17 

June 

Ik 

July 
12 

-  100  lb. 

F.o.b.  shipping  points 
Kern  County- 
Long  Whitrs 

California 

3.98 

3.25 

3.95 

3.98 

3.35 

2.18 

Perris-Chino 
Long  Whites 

California 

k.oo 

2.72 

Eastern  points 
Round  Whites 

Alabama 

Maryland- 
Virginia 

3.05 

3.00 

3.10 

3.05 
2.60 

Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

:  1968 

1969 

May 
:  lit- 

June 
18 

July 
16 

May 
13 

June 
:  17 

July 
.  15 

Terminal  markets 
New  York 

Long  Whites 

Katahdin,  2"  min. 

Chicago 
Long  Whites 

California 
Maine 

California 

3.00 
1.50 

6.20 

  -  -Dollars  per  50  lb.  sack-  -  - 

3.12|      3.25    3.35 

2.07        2.15         1.70  1.95 
-  -  -  -Dollars  per  100  lb.  sack-  -  ■ 

U.75        6.00    5.^0 

3.15 
1.90 

4.50 

F.o.b.  prices  are  the  simple  averages  of  the  mid-point  of  the  range  of  daily  prices.  Market 
prices  are  for  Tuesday  of  each  week,  and  are  submitted  by  Market  News  representatives  to  the 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Division  of  C&MS. 


Table  12. — Sweetpotatoes:     Representative  wholesale  price  (l.c.l.  sales)  at  New  York 
and  Chicago  for  stock  of  generally  good  merchantable  quality  and  condition 
(U.S.  No.  1,  when  available)  indicated  periods,  1968  and  1969 


Tuesday  nearest  mid-month 

1968  : 

'  1969 

Item 

State 

May 
Ik 

June     '     July    "  May 

;    18    ;    16    ;  13 

June 
:      17  : 

July 
15 

-  -  -  -Dollars  per  50  lb. 

container- 

Terminal  markets 

New  York 

North 

Porto  Rico 

Carolina 

8.00 

  5.12| 

k.50 

^.75 

Orange  Jersey 

New  Jersey 

5.50 

    3.5O 

3.00 

3.50 

Chicago 

Porto  Rico,  cured 

Louisiana 

8.25 

—  5-35 

5.25 

Prices  submitted  for  Tuesday  of  each  week  by  the  Market  News  representative  at  New  York  and  Chicago. 
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Table  13. — Beans,  dry  edible:     Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  1963-67,  annual  I968,  and  indicated  I969  i/ 


Acreage 

Yield 

per  acre 

Production  2/ 

Group,  State 

Harvested 

Indi- 
cated 
1969 

Indi- 
cated 
1969 

and  classes 

Average 
1963-67 

:  I968 

For 
harvest 
1969 

Average  : 
1963-67  : 

1968  \ 

Average 
1963-67 

i960 

-1,000  acres  

-Pounds- 

 h 

000  cwt. 

Michigan 

597 

62k 

668 

1,196 

1,060 

1,100 

7,lkk 

6,611+ 

7,348 

New  York 

86 

82 

1,202 

1,130 

1,200 

1,076 

972 

98I+ 

Northwest  3/ 

282 

283 

262 

1,625 

1,596 

1,621 

4,583 

^,518 

l+,2l+7 

Southwest  hj 

217 

2k6 

258 

951 

928 

9^9 

2,065 

2,283 

2,1+1+8 

California: 
Large  lima 
Baby  lima 
Other 

U5 
19 
Ikk 

1+1+ 

29 
lUl 

U5 
26 
138 

1,593 
1,732 
1,3>»1 

1,850 
1,750 
1,367 

1,650 
2,030 
1,380 

717 
329 
1,931 

811+ 
589 
1,927 

7I+2 
1+86 
1,901+ 

Total  California 

208 

21k 

209 

1,^33 

1,556 

1,^99 

2,977 

3,330 

3,132 

United  States 

1,395 

1,^53 

1,1+79 

1,279 

1,219 

1,228 

17,8U5 

17,717  18,159 

1/  Includes  beans  grown  for  seed.    2j  Cleaned  basis.     3/  Nebraska,  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming, 
Washington,  and  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  beginning  1964.    kj  Kansas,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  and 
Utah. 


Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 


Table  ll+. — Peas,  dry  field:     Acreage,  yield  per  acre,  and  production, 
average  1963-67,  annual  1968,  and  indicated  1969  1/ 


State 

Acreage 

Yield  per  acre 

Production  2j 

Harvested 
Average  '  ,„ 

1963-67  :  1968 

For 
harvest 
1969 

Average 
1963-67 

I968 

Indi- 
cated 
1969 

Average 
1963-67 

1968 

Indi- 
cated 
1969 

Minnesota 
North  Dakota 
Idaho 

Washington 
Oregon 

United  States 

 1,000  acres    Pounds    1,000  cwt.  

766     1,11+0    1,150    1,000        82         69  60 
5            if-           3       1,231+     1,300     1,200         58         .  52  36 
103          98        117      1,696     1,610     1,600     1,753      1,578  1,872 
131+         129        155       1,6U8     1,500     1,500     2,185       1,935  2,325 
11            8         11      1,330     1,300     1,250        152         101+  138 

260         21+5        292      1,627     1,526     1,517     l+,230       3,738  l+,l+31 

1/  In  principal  commercial  producing  States.  Includes  peas  grown  for  seed  and  cannery  peas 
har"ested  dry. 


2/  Cleaned  basis. 

Crop  Production,  SRS,  USDA,  issued  monthly. 
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